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Buying a home in Chicago comes with unique
opportunities — and unique considerations. From
neighborhood selection to understanding local market
trends, being informed gives you the advantage.

This guide breaks down the entire home buying process
iNn a simple, easy-to-follow format so you can move
forward with clarity and confidence.

No confusion. No guesswork. Just a clear path to
homeownership.




The Home Buying Process: Step-by-Step

1. Initial Consultation

We'll discuss your goals, needs,
preferred locations, budget, and
timeline. This helps me tailor the
search to exactly what you're looking
for.

2. Pre-Approval & Budget Strategy
You'll connect with a trusted lender
to get pre-approved. This gives you a
clear budget and strengthens your
position when submitting offers.

3. Home Search

I'll curate personalized listings and
schedule tours. As we view homes, I'll
help you analyze value,
neighborhood insights, and long-
term potential.

4. Submitting an Offer

Once you've found the right home, I'll
guide you in preparing a competitive
offer and negotiating terms that
protect your interests.

5. Contract Acceptance

When the seller accepts your offer,
the home goes under contract. I'll
walk you through every deadline,
contingency, and required
document.




©. Earnest Money Deposit (EMD)
You'll submit your EMD within the
required timeframe. I'll provide
instructions and confirm receipt for
your peace of mind.

7. Home Inspections

We'll schedule and coordinate
professional inspections. I'll help you
understand the findings and
negotiate repairs if needed.

8. Appraisal

Your lender orders an appraisal to
confirm the home’'s value. I'll help you
navigate any valuation questions or
adjustments.

9. Underwriting & Loan Finalization
Your lender reviews documents and
finalizes your mortgage. I'll stay in
communication with all parties to
ensure a smooth process.

10. Final Walk-Through

Before closing, we'll walk through the
property to confirm everything is in
the expected condition.

11. Closing Day

You'll sign your final documents,
receive your keys, and officially
become a homeowner!




SUPPORT SECTION

You'll never be left wondering what comes next. I'm here to
answer questions, explain details, and make sure this process
feels smooth and stress-free.

If you have any questions at all, please feel free to reach out. I'm
here to make this process seamless, transparent, and enjoyable
for you.

Looking forward to the journey ahead!

KEISHA WHEATEN-THOMAS

Managing Broker
Golden Key Realty Group LLC

Q 773 310 1399

e goldenkeyrealtygrp.com
goldenkeyrealtygroupllc@gmail.com
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